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Vertical Reciprocating Conveyor (VRC) 

Low Cost Lift 
 
A Vertical Reciprocating Conveyor (VRC) moves materials in factories, warehouses, 
industrial plants, institutions, private residences or anywhere that products, supplies 
or personal items need to move from one level to another. VRC’s are not elevators. In 
fact, they have their own national code (ANSI/ASME B20.1) and are specifically 
exempt from the national elevator code. VRC’s provide fast, efficient, convenient and 
safe access to/from mezzanines, balconies, basements, and between levels in multiple 
story buildings. They can be installed for through-floor, interior or exterior/outdoor 
applications. The principal components of a VRC include guide columns, a 
car/platform and a mechanical or hydraulic actuating mechanism.   
 
For additional information call, e-mail us or visit our website: www.gillespiecorp.com
 

• Economical - Simplified design minimizes installation labor.  
• Efficient - Minimal hoistway space requirements for maximum platform size. 
• Simplified installation – Very easy to install as we provide detailed installation 

instructions. 
• No special skills or tools required - Requires only normal mechanical hand 

tools. 
• Pre-set rail spacing - Eliminates time-consuming rail-to-rail setting. 
• Minimal building loads - Balanced design transmits vertical loads to the floor, 

with minimal horizontal loads. 
• Flexible - Platforms can be sized to fit any existing or obsolete shaftway, and for 

restrictive space in NEW construction. 
• Pit – Minimal pit requirement or can ramp up to platform. 
• Standard Model – PWE-H utilizes an overhead hoist. 
• Drum Machine – Model PWE-1 utilizes a winding drum that can be mounted 

overhead or at any level. Ideal for low overhead situations. 
• Back Guided - Model PWE-HBG has from one to three sided access. 
• Corner Post - Model PWE-HCP has from one to four sided access. 
• Code compliant - Unit complies with ANSI/ASME B20.1 Code for Vertical 

Reciprocating Conveyors and OSHA safety requirements.  
• Safety - Instantaneous broken chain safeties meet or exceed code for “backstop 

device” per ANSI/ASME B20.1. 
• Load limiter - prevents platform overloading. 
• Engineering drawings - Every unit is analyzed and you are provided with 

approval drawings for review. Each unit shipped with drawings, installation and 
operation instructions and a maintenance manual. 
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